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NEWSLETTER
Wembley Downs Primary School
Dear School Community Members,
Congratulations to all our Cross Country Winners and all our students who
put in a tremendous effort! You should all be proud of yourselves for
your perseverance and stamina. At our mini-assembly last Friday, I spoke
to our students about Personal Bests (PBs) I was very impressed that
students knew about this concept and ¾ of the students put their hands
up to let me know that they beat their Cross Country PB from last year. I
also explained the application of this concept to their learning and linked
this to academic goals.
Speaking of which, our teachers have been very busy finalising their
assessments and preparing their formal reports for each student. Your
child’s formal report will be distributed via Connect in Week 10, on
Tuesday 28 June. I will write a brief comment on the Kindergarten and
Year 3 students’ reports in Semester 1 and Semester 2, the Year 5 and
Year 6 students. I have decided on these key year levels as it is important
for each phase of learning. With this system in place, if your child/ren
has attended our school from Kindergarten through to Year 6 will have
had a comment at least 3 times during their primary school time.
Also, please save the date for Term 3, Week 2, Wednesday 27 July as we
have permission from the School Board and the Department of Education
to close the school down for half a day, from midday, so teachers can
meet with parents/carers for 10 minutes for an update on their child’s
progress. The school will close at noon and students will be dismissed.
We will have an early recess that morning at 10:40 am. We encourage all
families to pick up their child/ren. Students who cannot be picked up will
be supervised. Year 6 families, will have the option of meeting on this
scheduled day or in Term 4, after school closer to the transition to high
school. More information will come about this important reporting to
parents afternoon.
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Thursday 2nd June
Free Bike Check
Friday 3rd June
Staff Development Day
No Students
Monday 6th June
WA Day—Public Holiday
No students
Thursday 9th June
Yr 6 In Search of Safety Inc
Friday 10th June
Interschool Sports Carnival

I would also like to acknowledge the hard work of our students, teachers,
Education Assistants, Deputy Principals, Mr George Tolev, Mrs Rachel Martino, School Psychologist, Miss
Kathleen Purser, Mr Daniel Bonallack our School Chaplain as they assist when curriculum adjustments are
required for students learning, whether the extra extension is required or intervention programs to bridge the
gaps. We have a formal Students at Education Risk process for identification, referral and action planning.
As required we also access the Department of Education, School of Special Education Needs Team, the West Coast
Language Development Centre, Child Adolescent Health Services and Pathways, as well as allied professionals,
including specialists (Paediatricians, Occupational Therapists, Speech Therapists).
We allocate a great deal of our salary budget facilitating these services. However, we have the greatest impact
when we work in partnership with families and this is why your role is so important we thank you for your
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responsiveness to our recommendations. A friendly reminder that your first point of contact is your child’s
teacher if you have any queries/concerns.
Safety, health and well-being are a priority at our school. Just a friendly reminder that if your child/ren are not
well then please let them rest at home and get better. It will help keep all of our community safe.
I would like to give you another friendly reminder about road safety and parking around the school, especially
in wet weather. Here is some information from the City of Stirling Website regarding safe parking around
schools:
Unlawful parking in school areas is a major safety hazard that poses a risk to children, pedestrians and
other road users.
School parking
 It is an offence to stop or park a vehicle:
 In No Stopping or No Parking areas
 So that it obstructs a footpath
 On a verge without the owner’s consent
 Facing the wrong way
 So that it is double-parked
 Within three metres of a continuous dividing line or median strip
 Within 10 metres of an intersection/corner (without traffic control signals)
 In a manner that blocks a driveway
 On a median strip or traffic island
 So that any portion is within a bus zone.
 Please be aware that infringements may be issued for these offences.
Thank you for keeping us all safe.
Also, remember that dogs are not permitted (even on leashes) on our school grounds. This is a School Education Regulation 2000 (Regulation 70) and again we appreciate your support with this matter.
Our before school routine for student safety is going well. Our school gates open at 8:30 am and the students
assemble near the Library/playground area will continue. This is a quiet time for students to have the opportunity to catch up with their friends and myself; it is not playtime. At 8:40 am students are dismissed to go to
class. If you are with your child/ren you may walk to their classroom and wait there during this time. If it is
raining the students are directed to sit on the benches outside their classrooms and wait to be invited in by
their classroom teacher. Members of the Leadership Team will walk around the verandah’s to supervise the
students.
After school, we have several families playing on the school grounds. Once the children are dismissed and with
you, our duty of care is discharged. If students are not with family members they will be asked to come to the
office until they are picked up so we can make sure all students are safe while under our care. I encourage you
to take advantage of our wonderful Nature Playground on the oval or the playground in the park if you would
like to play rather than on the school grounds so we can ensure our duty of care.
As we have cooler and wet weather, I would also like to remind students, to wear school uniforms. Students
are welcome to accessorise and layer items such as leggings/tights under, shorts, skirts, skorts or dresses in
school colours (red, white and black).
This Friday 3 June 2022, we have our School Development Day (no students). Our staff will be undertaking professional learning, which is the last day of our Sounds-Write program.
I hope you have a lovely long weekend and have time to celebrate WA Day with your family and friends. We
welcome students back on Tuesday 7 June 2022.
Thank you and have a great couple of weeks.
Anne Christodulou

Principal
Anne.Christodulou@education.wa.edu.au
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From the Office
Reminder
If making payment by Direct Deposit please use Student’s surname as Reference, this ensures amounts are
credited to correct account.
Contact Details Are your contact details up-to-date? It is important that we have all up-to-date contact
information if we need to make contact in an emergency. Please contact the School Office on 9222 9300 or
email wembleydowns.ps@education.wa.edu.au if and when there are any changes.

Enrolments– Kindergarten 2023
We are taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2023, application for enrolments close late July. Application forms
and information are available from our website or call in at the School Office. Enrolments - Wembley Downs
Primary School (wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au)
There will be an Open Morning on June 22nd - 10.00 to 11.00am for prospective Kindergarten 2023 parents and
students to view the Kindergarten classroom and meet current staff.

Music News
Music Assembly Friday 17th June
A reminder that students in Choir will need long black pants or leggings, a black T-Shirt and the choir vest for the
music assembly performance on 17th June.
The combined rehearsal will start at 8am in the undercover area on the 17th. Year 3 and 6 violin and viola
students will be performing as well. I look forward to our first performance for the year!
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National Reconciliation Week
This week – 27 May to 3 June we celebrate National Reconciliation Week. Its theme – Be Brave. Make Change. –
sets us the challenge to continue making ever important strides towards a culturally responsive and reconciled
society.
The Stolen Generations continue to be brave in sharing their stories, and this year we share the project ‘Stolen
Generations’ Testimonies’ and encourage you to take some time to listen and recognise the experiences of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

Green Team News
Take It Home Tuesday
Thank you to everyone who participated in Take It Home Tuesday. This
one-off event helped us raise awareness about our food waste and was
a helpful way for us to have conversations about what we are throwing
away. A big thank you to our wonderful Green Team who are leading
the way!

Kookaburra Classroom Reward
Congratulations Room 11
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Faction Cross Country
Faction Cross Country
What a fantastic day we had for the Wembley Downs Cross Country on Thursday 26th May. Unlike the last year,
with wind, rain and mud the sun was shining. The morning session saw Year 3 to 6 competing at Butlers Reserve
with the top 6 students in each year and gender qualifying for the upcoming City Beach Invitational Cross Country.
The level of competition on show was amazing, however all the students at WDPS that competed showed great
resilience, with everyone determined to finish the course.
The afternoon session saw the Pre – Primary to Year 2 competing on the school’s oval. Yet again, the students were
amazing, with all students completing the course in every race.
Thank you to everyone who helped with the organisation and running of the event, the Sports Captains and our
year 6 students for their various duties throughout the day, and to the whole staff of WDPS who all came together
to make things run smoothly.

Interschool Winter Sports Carnival
Interschool Winter Sports Carnival Update
Wembley Downs PS is going to the local Interschool Winter Sports Carnival to play Football, Netball, or Soccer.
All of our fixtures will take place on the same day. Matches will be played on Friday 10th June during school time
against other schools within the Churchlands Schools network.
Football and Netball A will be at Floreat Primary School, with Soccer and Netball B taking place at Woodlands Primary School. Games will occur at 1 pm, 1.30 pm and 2 pm, with 5 minutes between each fixture. We will leave the
school at noon and return by 3 pm.
Paul Rosier - PE Teacher
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Kindy Text Innovation and Maths Patterns

Library News

Issue #8

P&C News
Election Day Wrap Up—Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers (over 60 of them) who gave up a few hours of their Saturday to
help run our fundraising activities on election day. Whether you baked, flipped or sorted bric-a-brac – Thank
you! Every volunteer made a difference. The day was really successful, even with voting numbers down this
year. We raised just over $3000! Well done WDPS Parents!
Another big shout out to Matt McWaters and the team at Harcourts Empire who very generously donated
$500 towards our sausage sizzle.

Grown Ups Get Together
It’s back by popular demand! We had so much fun at this event
last year that we have decided to do it again. Head down to our
favourite, GP Scarborough, on Saturday 18th June for all you can
eat pizza and a catch up with friends. Tickets are $25 which includes all you can eat wood fired pizza (an extra $4 for GF option). Drinks are available at the bar with card payment only.
Tickets are open on www.school24.net.au, under the Events tab.
But be quick, tickets are limited. Cut off for tickets is June 13th.
This is not a fundraiser, just a fun afternoon out without the
kids!
Still to come...
Stay tuned for 2 exciting events coming up later this year organised by your P&C. One for the parents and
one for the kids! Planning is in the works for a parent party and a school disco. More information will be
coming out soon about these events. We will do a call out soon for volunteers to form a sub-committee for
each of these events to help with organisation. Keep an eye out both in our newsletters and on the P&C Facebook page.
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P&C News cont..
Your Move News
National Walk Safely to School Day
It was great to see our school community participate in National Walk
Safely to School Day on Friday May 20. Our Your Move Student Team did a
fantastic job of promoting the event, educating the students on how this
special day promotes road safety, health and the environment. The Team
handed out fabulous ‘Walk Safely to School Day’ stickers to reward
students who actively travelled to school. Let’s hope we continue to boost
the number of students walking, cycling, scooting and skating to school!
Walking Bus Scheme
Following on from Walk Safely to School Day, the P&C would love to hear your thoughts on a Walking Bus scheme.
To find out what a Walking Bus is, you can watch this video and then fill out our survey here to let us know your
thoughts. The survey will run until Tuesday June 7th. If you would like to be involved in setting up and help run the
Walking Bus, or have any additional comments please email katy.brooks@pc.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au.
WD40s News
Hello Everyone! Each week I receive a newsletter from 'The Fathering Project' which I’ve touched on in previous
newsletters (www.thefatheringproject.org). The newsletters are full of really useful information on fatherhood,
have relevant stories and of course... a dad joke or two!
The latest edition shared some nuggets of gold on the importance of learning and reading your child's signals, and it
just hit me between the eyes. Regardless of the age of your child this is a skill that is crucial to your child's
development, as well as your own, in the journey of fatherhood.
From reading signals that show how your child is going in their first year of the big dance in Kindergarten, to tuning
in to your Year 6's heady transition into the really big dance and the final foray of primary school, being across how
your child is feeling and then being able to support them adequately is an amazing thing to be able to do.
Here’s what The Fathering Project says on the subject:
Learning to recognise the signs of when your child is struggling emotionally because they are over tired, not feeling
well, frustrated, scared, or overwhelmed will help you to better understand their needs and behaviours.
Sometimes feelings can be hard to identify. Pay attention to your child's body language and non-verbal cues.
Determining what they are feeling and why, will help you to better support them.
Top tips for reading their signals
1. Watch for signs your child is not feeling comfortable, with a hug, a tickle or rough play.
2. Look for signs of fear or uncertainty when your child is doing something new or challenging so you know when
to step in for support or when to stop the situation.
3. Teach your child it is always okay to say ‘no’ or ‘stop’ or use other ways to communicate when they have had
enough or no longer want to do something.
My choice of Dad Joke for this newsletter below,
"My Wife asked me to stop acting like a flamingo, well I had to put my foot down..."
Stay Classy Dads & Dad Figures
Froggy
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Canteen News
The Canteen would like to thank all of our wonderful community volunteers for their help so far in
Term 2.
We look forward to meeting some representatives from Room 14 (Year 3/4) in week 6, just contact
your class rep if you’re able to help. Please see the attached roster document to find out when your
class is due to help.
Without the support of our school families volunteering in the canteen we would not be able to provide this
much loved service. Thank you for your help!
The canteen relies on volunteers and the P&C has therefore allocated each classroom/year group a week of the
term to support the canteen staff and deliver this essential service. The canteen is open twice a week and the
busiest times (when volunteers are most needed) are 9 – 11am and then 12 – 1pm, with Fridays being the busiest
day.
Volunteers are welcome help in whatever capacity they can, for as long as they can. No prior experience is required. Shifts can also be split between more than one volunteer. If you turn up on the day, Bec Mountain (the
Canteen Manager) will point you in the right direction.
Please note volunteers are required to comply with the Department of Education’s COVID-19 vaccination and
masking requirements for volunteers. Children are also not allowed in the canteen.

Community News
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