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NEWSLETTER
Wembley Downs Primary School
8 FEBRUARY 2022

Dear School Community Members,
Welcome back to the new school year and I thank all our school
community for a great start, especially with our COVID-19 Operating
Guidelines I would like to thank you all for being so respectful by wearing
masks, and now parents not entering the classrooms, as well as following
good hand and respiratory hygiene practices. Please continue following
these guidelines. Just a friendly reminder if your child is unwell they need
to stay home.
Also, could I please encourage you to check you are all on Connect and
have downloaded the Connect App? Communication is the key. If we
have 100% of our school community on Connect, we can ensure clear
lines of communication. Our school newsletters provide you with key
information too as well as our website.
Our Classroom Teachers will be sending out Parent Information Brochures
over the next couple of weeks. A friendly reminder that parent-teacher
interviews are to be online or over the phone.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank my Leadership Team,
including Mr James Baker, Mr George Tolev and Mrs Kerry Blechynden, as
well as Mrs Vicki Westcott and Mrs Catherine Smith who have all worked
so hard on ensuring we had a smooth start. I would like to also thank all
our Teachers and Education Assistants for making sure their classrooms
are warm and inviting for all our students.
I would like to thank and acknowledge our gardeners and cleaners for
their fantastic work over the holiday period. It was great to return to a
clean and tidy work environment. We are very thankful to have Mr Chris
Santos (Head Cleaner), Mr Peter Waltham, Ms Aoy (COVID-19 Cleaner),
and Mr Garry Oliver (Gardener). Their efforts are greatly appreciated.
I am looking forward to our P&C AGM via Zoom
tonight and hope new members can join us.
Welcome to all our staff:

Anne Christodulou
Principal
Anne.Christodulou@education.wa.edu.au

Wembley Downs Primary School
Telephone 9222 9300
Website: www.wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au
email: wembleydowns.ps@education.wa.edu.au

DATES TO REMEMBER
Tuesday 8 February
Phys Zen
P & C AGM
Thursday 10 February
Phys Zen
Friday 11 February
Year 6 Sailing
Monday 14 February
School Photos
Thursday 17 February
School Photos
Monday 21 February
School Board Open Meeting
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Deputy Principals

Mr George Tolev and Mr JamesBaker

Manager of Corporate Services

Mrs Kerry Blechynden

School Officers

Mrs Vicki Westcott and Mrs Catherine Smith

Library Officer

Ms Julia Crossweller

Kindergarten Room 1Ladybugs and Butterflies

Miss Kelsee Palmer and Miss Merrilee Edgar

EC1 – Pre Primary A

Ms Rachel Griffin and Mrs Leanne Cameron

EC2 – Pre Primary B

Mrs Beth Westerlund and Miss Merrilee Edgar

Year 1 – Room 6

Miss Elizabeth Henley

Year 1 – Room 7

Mr Junior Pelesasa

Year 2 - Room 8

Mrs Michelle Adams and Mrs Leanne Cameron

Year 2/3 – Room 9

Mrs Laura Mickler

Year 3 – Room 12

Mrs Elise Tavra

Year 3 - Room 13

Miss Rebecca Lane

Year 3/4 – Room 14

Miss Claire Williams and Mrs Caroline Anderson

Year 4 – Room 11

Mrs Harvinder Singh and Miss Katherine Sellenger

Year 4 – Room 15

Mrs Linda Johnson

Year 5 – Room 16

Mrs Michelle Paterson and Miss Katherine Sellenger

Year 5 – Room 3

Mrs Sue Akerstrom

Year 6 – Room 4

Mrs Christine Burchard

Year 5/6 – Room 10

Mr Ken Etheridge

Music Teacher

Ms Laura Walker

Languages Japanese Teacher

Mr Mark McGuffin

Physical Education Teachers

Miss Merrilee Edgar (PP-2) and Mr Paul Rosier (3-6)

Science Teacher

Ms Megan Donegan

Education Assistants

School Psychologist
School Chaplain
Cleaners
Gardener

Mrs Joanne Cugini
Mrs Debbie Daniels
Mrs Jacqueline Greetham
Ms Amber Howard
Mrs Charmaine Holt
Ms Jade Hunter
Ms Rosa Madaffari
Mrs Vicki Lewis
Ms Kelsie Mills
Ms Loret Ortmann
Ms Kathleen Purser
Mr Daniel Bonallack
Mr Chris Santos (Head Cleaner), Mr Peter Waltham,
Ms Aoy (COVID-19 Cleaner),
Mr Garry Oliver
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Office News

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY IS COMING!
Dear Parents,
Your school photo day is coming! Every student will receive a personalised flyer to bring home from Kapture
Photography containing your child’s unique codes for ordering school photos online. These will be handed to the
students today.

KEEP YOUR FLYER SECURE!
The unique codes contained on the flyer will be issued only once.

Order EARLY for sibling photography
Sibling photos can ONLY be ordered online. Once you receive the personalised flyers for your children, it is
imperative that you order your sibling photo early to avoid missing out! There is a physical limit in the school
schedule to how many sibling photos can be taken. Once the maximum capacity of sibling orders has been
reached, no more sibling orders can be placed.
If maximum capacity is not reached, sibling orders close 12pm midday sharp, one business day prior to the first
photo day.
The school or the photographers cannot accept late orders for sibling photography. Please do not ask as your
request simply cannot be accommodated.

Order EARLY for discount photo day prices
Order your photos within 10 calendar days of photo day to receive discount photo day prices. Late orders are
handled separately to the school delivery and incur a $30 custom service charge.
Kapture offer a money back guarantee for any parent who is not fully satisfied with their photo package. Should
you have any queries before or after photo day, please check the FAQ’s on the Kapture website.
All students will be photographed individually on photo day for school administration records AS WELL as included
in their class group presentation available for purchase to all families. Should there be any reason why your child
should NOT be included in the photo shoot –please contact the school office.

Canteen & Club Closures
Unfortunately, due to COVID vaccination
guidelines the canteen will remain closed until
further
notice.
Apologies
for
any
inconvenience, we will have the canteen
operational as soon as possible.

“Unfortunately, as LEGO club means the
regular gathering of children from
numerous year groups, it is cancelled until
further notice to comply with the current
COVID guidelines”

Issue #1

Office News
Thank you to parent/guardians who have made prompt payment on receiving their term accounts, they were sent
home last Friday with your child/ren. If you have not received please make contact with the School Office on 9222
9300 or e-mail Kerry.Blechynden@education.wa.edu.au
The school has paid the cost of purchasing workbooks, iMaths, Sound Waves and Targeting Handwriting (as stated
on our letter sent out at the end of the 2021 year- to be added to student’s term account) to ensure all students
had access from the beginning of term.
Term accounts are requested to be paid as soon as possible, if you are having difficulty in making payment in full
please contact the school to arrange a payment plan.
Thank you.

P&C News
Welcome to the 2022 school year. We know that the year has not started as we all would have liked and there is a
great deal of uncertainty and concern around the impact of the current Covid 19 directives as they relate to school
and our kids, and also of the spread of COVID 19 throughout the community. We anticipate that the next few
months are going to be difficult to navigate with lots of changing requirements coming our way, so as a P&C and as
a community we will do our best to keep you informed, supported and connected. We will keep working on
supporting our families and our hard working teachers and school staff whilst adhering to mandates and directives.
COVID 19 Directives and the Impacts
Our Principal Anne Christodulou has been very proactive and timely in ensuring all COVID 19 requirements set by
the WA Government are communicated as soon as they are handed down. Please take the time to read all
communication from Anne on Connect.
Below are a few useful links to find out more information:
https://www.education.wa.edu.au/covid-19
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/announcements/high-caseload-measures-schools-and-childcare
https://www.wacsso.wa.edu.au/resources/covid-19-mandatory-vaccination-qa/
We would also encourage anyone who spends time volunteering in any capacity at the school to provide your proof
of vaccination, so that the school has it on record. The school has made this easy to do, so please pop in (with your
mask on) and see Catherine or Vicki in the front office and they will assist you. P&C members (and other volunteers
who participate in P&C activities) and anyone else who volunteers on a school site more than once a week must use
the school’s vaccination sign in process.
Unfortunately, due to Covid Restrictions and in the interest of keeping our community safe we have also had to
postpone a few activities and services:
th
 We are postponing the 2022 Welcome Picnic that we had planned for Friday February 18 . Hopefully we will be
able to hold a community picnic at some stage later on in the year.
 Our P&C AGM is still going ahead tonight – but will be via Zoom.
 The Canteen is currently closed. We are working hard to find a way to reopen and continue delivering awesome
food for our kids. We will keep you posted on this and hope to get it back up and running as soon as possible.
WDPS P&C AGM – Tonight at 7pm via ZOOM
We are holding our 2022 AGM via ZOOM – and it is tonight! We hope this means that more people will be able to
attend, and we look forward to seeing your faces on our screens tonight!
We are still looking for people to put their hands up for a few roles, specifically:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Canteen Co-Convenor
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P & C Cont
We hope that is you!! Please share this information with your school networks as it would be great to get as many
people joining in as possible.
Tuesday February 8th 2022
7pm start
Topic: WDPS P&C AGM 2022 - 7pm on Tuesday 8th February 2022
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3584960471
Uniform Shop Update
The Uniform Shop will physically open on the 1st Friday of the month from 8.40am - 9am.
Online orders on School24 are delivered to classrooms every Friday morning.
When selecting your child’s name & classroom number, please choose the child you would like the order delivered
to. This may be an older sibling and doesn’t necessarily have to be the child wearing the uniform.
Orders need to be placed before 7am Friday. Orders placed after 7am will be delivered the following Friday.
Thanks, Uniform Committee
Calling out for Class Reps!
Whilst this is not a P&C position, the role of class rep is a vital one in ensuring all communication to and from the
school, your parents & carers, your teacher and the P&C is regular and effective. Your teacher may ask for a
volunteer to be class rep. This is not an onerous role and a fantastic way to connect with your whole class and
their families. Class reps generally:





Collate an email distribution list of all of their parents and carers
Distribute information from the school, teacher or the P&C to all parents and carers
Organise social get-togethers for their class if they chose to
Are welcome and encouraged to attend all P&C Committee meetings, however they certainly aren’t required to

P & C Committee
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Traffic Wardens
The Children’s Crossings Unit is experiencing a lack of Traffic Wardens this year due to
many retirements at the end of 2021 together with ongoing Covid issues.
Given the current circumstances with Covid-19, vaccinations and the demographics of our
Traffic Wardens there has not been as much interest in becoming a Traffic Warden this
year. This being the case, we are left with quite a few crossings being unattended.
If any Parents/Grandparents are interested in becoming a Traffic Warden they can contact the Children’s
Crossings Unit direct on 6274 8731. An application pack can be sent to them. If they are successful in
applying for the position and pass their training, they can be placed at your crossing, if it is one of our
unmanned crossings only. It is also a paid position which does not affect a pension too much if employment
is taken up. It would be highly recommended that any potential candidate on a pension contact Centrelink
to have a chat. The current pay rate is around $25.58 per hour - two hours per day/five days per week.

To become a Traffic Warden, we require the applicant have access to email, a full driver’s license with
access to a vehicle and be able to work the full 10 shifts per week - one hour in the morning and one hour
in the afternoon. Any applicant signed up in this manner, who is a part of the school community, must
reside within a 10km radius of their crossing/school.
Once the application has been submitted, it will commence the application process which involves a
background check through WA Police Force Personal Security Vetting Unit. If they are supported they will
be sent a medical assessment to take to their doctor which will need to be paid for by the applicant and
reimbursed by the Children’s Crossings Unit - up to $70.00. Once they have passed the medical assessment
they will be invited to attend State Traffic Operations in Midland for a training day which will last for about
4 – 5 hours.
Contact details :Western Australian Police Force
Children’s Crossings Unit
Phone 6274 8731

Your Move
Let’s Actively Travel to School in 2022!
WDPS had an incredible debut in the Your Move Schools program last year finishing 3rd overall on the state
leaderboard! It was fantastic to see so many students get active by walking, riding, skateboarding and scooting to
school. There were enormous benefits to our community including reduced congestion and pollution around the
school and happier, alert students who experienced a great start to their day.
We look forward to building on the success of last year with plenty of fun school active travel events, bike
education and a new Your Move Student Team. Let’s aim to top the state leaderboard and boost our active travel
points to earn more great rewards!
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Wembley Downs Junior Football Club – registrations are now open!
Pre Primary to Year 6
Your local junior football club, Wembley Downs JFC, aims to promote an environment that fosters the development of individual and team skills, fitness and sportsmanship. As a community club we are also committed to growing and supporting both our male and female participants in our Auskick and junior football program.

Junior Football registration (Year 3 to Year 6)
Games are played Sundays. Season commences Sunday 1st May
WDJFC Year 3 - 6 Football Registration 2022

Auskick registration (PP - Year 2)
Sessions are held on Saturday mornings PP and Year 1 8.30am - 9.30am, Year 2 9.30am - 10.30am. Season commences Saturday 30th April
WDJFC Auskick Registration 2022

Girls Footy (Year 3/4, Year 5/6 and Year 7/8)
Games are played on Friday nights under lights. Season commences Friday 29th April. Contact Evan Hewitt for more
information via email evanhewitt@iinet.net.au
We are holding a Girls AFL Open Day on Friday March 11th from 4.30pm at Luketina Reserve
WDJFC Girls Football Registration 2022

We encourage you to register online as it is easy and convenient. Should you wish to meet in person, we will be
holding our Registration Day on Sunday 20th February from 10am – 12 noon at Luketina Reserve. The uniform shop
will be open and the Club Merch/Boot Swap will be available.
We look forward to having you as part of the Mighty Cats in 2022!
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