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NEWSLETTER
Wembley Downs Primary School
Newsletter 7
Dear School Community Members,

17 MAY 2022

DATES TO REMEMBER

I hope you have kept safe and warm over the last couple of weeks.
Thank you to Mrs Rachel Martino who has been overseeing our NAPLAN,
including the finer details of our catch-up testing. I have been very

Tuesday 17th May
P & C Meeting

impressed with our students and staff during this time and I thank you
all.
I would also like to thank Mr Chris Santos (Cleaner in Charge), who has
taken up a position at Woodlands PS. We wish him all the best. Our
team of Cleaners, Mr Peter Waltham (Cleaner in Charge), Mrs Aoy and
Mrs Pim who have been doing a marvellous job keeping our school clean.
We appreciate all you do!

Friday 20th May
Yr 6 Drama Boot Camp
Mini Assembly
Walk to School Day
Monday 23rd May
Drama Rehearsal 7.45—9.45am

Thank you to all the parents who have collected their RATS for their
child/ren. If you have not had the opportunity, please visit the front
office to collect these.
I am looking forward to our P&C Meeting this evening which will be
online to keep us all safe. I would personally like to thank our P&C as
they are an amazing group of parents who embody our values of Care

Wednesday 25th May
Yr 1 Constable Care Excursion
Thursday 26th May
Faction Cross Country

and Respect. This Friday is P&C Day and in celebration, each class
completed a card for you all to say thank you! Thank you to Mrs Michelle
Adams, and Mrs Laura Walker who assisted in this venture. The P&C are putting on an amazing community,
fundraising event for the Federal Election, I will be here early in the morning to support them and I look forward

to seeing you all.
Our staff have been working very hard on our School Improvement and Accountability Agenda and in particular,
our core areas of change are implementing the Sounds-Write (synthetic phonics) program from K-3. Our teachers
have been busy preparing scope and sequence tailored to our school, collaborative lessons and had classroom
observations to provide feedback on the fidelity of the program. We will also be incorporating an Intervention
Program, which will be facilitated by a highly skilled Education Assistant Team, Mrs Joanne Cugini, Mrs Rosa
Madaffrri and Mrs Vicki Lewis. Our staff has the final day of professional learning on the School Development Day
(staff only, no students) Friday 3 June. More information about this Intervention program will be out shortly.
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So in summary, Sounds-Write is the first part of encouraging students to read successfully and is what is referred to as the lower strands in Scarborough’s Reading Rope (Phonological Awareness, Decoding and Slight
Recognition). If you are interested in learning more about Scarborough’s Reading Rope, please refer to this
website: Scarborough's Reading Rope | Really Great Reading
Please remember that The Premier’s Summer Reading Challenge is now on- please encourage, your child to be
a part of this: Home - Premier's Reading Challenge (premiersreadingchallenge.wa.edu.au).
The other area we have been focusing on in our School Improvement and Accountability agenda is assessment
and feedback, in particular upskilling our staff on Ed Companion. Mr Tolev has also been working with our staff
on Fridays during Collab. A time where we have been looking at how to implement Ed Companion in the class-

room for targeted teaching and direct feedback for students. Tomorrow at our Staff Meeting we will be undergoing a professional learning session with the team from Best Performance.
On Friday we have our Walk to School Day. Our student Your Move Team will be hosting this event. Also on
Friday morning, our Year 6 students, will be taking part in a Drama Camp at school in preparation for our Year 6
Drama Production. I am pleased that Mrs Ava Bilton will be our Producer and Director after last year’s success!
I can’t wait for this year’s production!
Have a great couple of weeks.
Thank you,

Anne Christodulou
Principal

From the Office
Term accounts for Year 5’s have been issued today via the classroom teachers.
If you have not received yours, please check your child’s bag or make contact with the school on 9222 9300 or
email Kerry.Blechynden@education.wa.edu.au if you have any queries.
If making payment by Direct Deposit please use Student’s surname as Reference, this ensures amounts are
credited to correct account.
Contact Details Are your contact details up-to-date? It is important that we have all up-to-date contact
information if we need to make contact in an emergency. Please contact the School Office on 9222 9300 or
email wembleydowns.ps@education.wa.edu.au if and when there are any changes.
Enrolments– Kindergarten 2023
We are taking enrolments for Kindergarten 2023, application for enrolments close late July. Application forms
and information are available from our website or call in at the School Office. Enrolments - Wembley Downs
Primary School (wembleydownsps.wa.edu.au)
There will be an Open Morning on June 22nd - 10.00 to 11.00am for prospective Kindergarten 2023 parents and
students to view the Kindergarten classroom and meet current staff.
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Music News
Choir
Choir rehearsals are currently split with the 3-4 students coming on Monday at 8.15 and the 5-6 students on
Tuesdays at 8.15am. We will aim to continue this until the end of the term and combine choir on Tuesdays in
Term 3.
Extra 'All In' Rehearsal Friday 17th June
All choir members as well as the year 3 and 6 String players are requested for a rehearsal at 8am on Friday
17th June before the Music Assembly, in the undercover area. Students are required to wear long black pants or
leggings, a black top and the choir vests which will be handed out at the previous rehearsal.
MCF
All Choir students need to access the MCF app from the app store. This app is free for students and they can
access all songs and lyrics with the password together22. If there are problems loading the app please update it in
the settings on your device.

Music Uniform
We are in the process of updating the music uniforms and hope to have the below shirts for use later in the year.
For now, the uniform is a choir vest (collected from the music room prior to performing), black T-shirt, long black
pants or leggings. I encourage you to collect the extra items while they are available. By the time performances
come around many parents have trouble finding long black pants/leggings.
Laura Walker - Music Teacher
: Home - Premier's Reading Challenge (premiersreadingchallenge.wa.edu.au).
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Dads and Kids ride—Herdsman Lake
We were graced with some of Perth's finest weather on the afternoon of the first WD40's Dad & Kids ride of
2022 at Herdsman Lake on Saturday April 30. Dads and Kids of all
ages were ready and waiting to take part in the 2 part course with a
short course for the younger kids and a course triple the size for the
older kids.
Gravel tracks, footpaths and some slight off road sections made for
an exciting but rather relaxing ride around a lake and in some beautiful native bushland. There were smiles all round, some shenanigans on the bikes by the kids (and some Dad's) and a bit of healthy
competition to be in the lead. Getting to see the types of bikes the
kids were all riding was very interesting and no doubt some kids will
be pestering their parents for a new set of wheels!
Regardless of the bike they were on, the fun had by all was really
special to see. The sheer fun of riding a bike brought back childhood memories of fun in the sun and a sense of
freedom only possible on a bike!
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Green Team News
Great News - The Sustainability committee along with all staff and students have completed
all steps to become an accredited Waste Sorted School! Thank you to all our enthusiastic
Green Team students as well as Room 16 for completing the waste audit and our committee
members for their dedication to our sustainability vision.
What does this mean?
Accreditation provides recognition of a school’s commitment to reducing waste. Accredited Waste Wise Schools are
eligible to apply for grants to set up waste avoidance and recovery infrastructure.
Where to now?
Did you know that a whopping 59% of our schools waste is food waste. Per year this equates to 3884kg of food into
landfill which will contribute to large amounts of methane being released into the atmosphere. If we work on
reducing our food waste we can reduce, and hopefully avoid the environmental damage caused by our waste going
to landfill.
This also means our bins are full of food that our students are not finishing from their lunch boxes. Our
commitment this year is to reduce our food waste in two ways.
1. By applying for funding for composting stations. This means we can work towards sending food scraps to
compost stations rather than landfill. This will be a big help to our Year 6 gardeners as well.
2.

Scheduling 'Take It Home Tuesdays.' A scheduled day where we will send home students food scraps in their
lunch boxes. Food is thrown out when students dislike it, serving sizes are too large, or they don't have the skills
to communicate with their parents/carers about what they are eating or what they are throwing away. 'Take It
Home Tuesday' is a way to encourage students and parents/carers to have a conversation about their lunch
boxes, helping busy parents get the correct serving size and ingredients in lunch boxes and will help reduce the
amount of food waste at school.

The first 'Take It Home Tuesday' is Tuesday 24th May mark your diaries and lets all get together to reduce our
impact on the environment.
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P&C News
The P&C would like to invite all members of the school community to attend the next meeting which is TONIGHT
(Tuesday 17th May).
It will be hosted online, the access details will be posted to the P&C Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
wembleydownsprimaryschoolpc on Tuesday afternoon.
Mother’s Day Stall
Thank you everyone for supporting our Mother’s Day Fundraiser this year. The
kids loved picking something special out for their Mums. Thank you to the Year 6
teachers and students for doing such a great job organizing the roster and
helping the younger students choose their item. They did an amazing job! We
raised a total of $1309.25. Thanks everyone!
Election Day is THIS Saturday!
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to lend a hand at one of our stalls on Election Day this Saturday
BUT we still need more volunteers. We have only filled half of the spots so far. This is always a big fundraiser for
our school and will raise important funds for our kids. It’s also a great atmosphere and a chance to catch up with a
friend while you sell some cakes or flip some snags. We also have a coffee van coming for the day too. Click on the
link to sign up. https://signup.com/go/piHsKkQ
You can also help out in other ways. Here’s how:
Make something delicious to sell at our cake stall – cakes, muffins, lolly bags, scones, cookies etc. You can drop
your items off on the Saturday morning from 7am or you can deliver them to the canteen on Friday 20th May after
2pm. Please include a list of ingredients with your baked goods and please, no nuts.
Donate any second-hand items that we can sell at our Bric-a-Brac stall. Think sporting goods, pots and pot plants,
gardening tools, household cookware, vases, ornaments, toys etc. If your item to donate is smallish, please drop it
off to a box in your classroom. If it is on the larger side, please deliver it to the undercover walk-through area on
Friday 13th, Monday 16th or Friday 20th May between 3pm and 3.30pm.

Fundraising in 2021
The P&C would like to do a big shout out to everyone who helped with our fundraising efforts last year, whether
you made cakes, donated Easter raffle items, threw colour bombs at the kids or purchased a melamine plate, it all
makes a difference. We have included a summary of our events/fundraisers so that you can see what your efforts
have achieved. Together, we raised a total of $32 385.95! All of this money improves the learning for our kids.
That’s a massive effort! Thank you everyone.
WDPS P&C Fundraising Activities
2021

Funds Raised

Total costs

Net

2021 State election

$

3,307.00

2,771.00

$

1,000.00

536.00
-

$

Easter Raffle

$
$

$

1,000.00

Mothers Day Stall

$

3,779.00

$

1,100.00

$

2,679.00

Sausage Sizzle at Mixer

$

280.00

$

105.00

$

175.0

Melamine Plates

$

4,350.00

$

3,117.50

$

1,232.50

Quiz Night

$

18,210.45

$

8,065.00

$ 10,145.45

Fathers Day Stall

$

3,189.00

2,089.00

$
$

1,209.00
10,190.00

1,100.00
-

$

Faction Carnival Stalls
Colour Run

$
$
$

1,263.00

$
$

1,209.00
8,927.00

Luita Street - Fairy Floss

$

1,608.00

Entertainment Book Sales

$

450.00

$
$

200.00
-

Containers for Change
Total Fundraising

$
$

300.00
47,872.45

$

-

$

15,486.50

$ 1,408.00
$
450.0
0
$
300.0
0
$ 32,385.95
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Canteen News
The Canteen would like to thank all of our wonderful community volunteers for their help in Term 1.
A special shout out to Room 9 (Year 2/3) who have already filled their volunteer list (5 people!) and submitted it
to the canteen ready for their session this week. Awesome!
We look forward to meeting some representatives from Room 13 (Year 3) in week 5, just contact your class rep if
you’re able to help. Please see the attached roster document to find out when your class is due to help.
Great community, and a great service for our students!
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Library News

Some of the great helpers from Year 6, when Ms Crosweller decided to have a re-arrange of the library books.
Thank you, Charlotte, Natasha, Romo and Joshua.
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Year 6 Excursion WA Museum Boola Bardip & Art Gallery of WA
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